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A word from our Director…                               

HOPE personifies its name. 

HCA gives HOPE to families whose students have not had favorable experiences in traditional 
classrooms. HCA gives HOPE to families whose students have “fallen through the cracks” in large 
classrooms or schools. HCA gives HOPE to families whose students are frustrated because their course-
load is overwhelming. HCA gives HOPE to families who have had high educational expectations but 
minimal results. 
 
The atmosphere at HCA is different from most schools. Students at Hope encourage their classmates to 
achieve in all subject areas.  The students respect the adults and allow the teachers to TEACH.  The 
environment here is positive, safe, and family oriented.  In a word it is HOPE-FILLED. 
 
We have 4 new students enrolled this year. Each of them have experienced success in reading and math 
like they never have before.  We continue to use and improve on new assistive technology in our 
classrooms.  Each student has access to iPads loaded with useful learning applications such as Dexterity 
for fine motor development, Letter Reflex for overcoming letter reversals, Lumosity for stimulating brain 
function, and Amazing Coins to learn practical ways to use math through buying and selling examples.    
 
Our HCA graduates are all employed or enrolled in post-secondary schools.  Our success stories speak 
for themselves. At Hope, we recognize that our school’s success would not be possible without God’s 
blessing or the board members, teachers, parents and generous donors who have given their time, talent 
and money.  I invite you to come visit, and get the word out about Hope Christian Academy making a 
difference in the lives of young people.  Find out more about our unique school by visiting our website at 
www.hcatoday.org.  
Jill Sinclair  
Director  

 
 

 

 

WHERE STUDENTS EXPERIENCE SUCCESS EVERYDAY 

 

President: Ethan Ware  

Vice President: Kay 

Ware 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Stephanie Estep Cordum 
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1306 Hampton St 
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Website: HCATODAY. 
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Board of Directors: 

Mr. Al Martin, 
Chairman 

Mr. Jud Smith 
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Important Dates 

and Reminders: 

March 13, 2018 - 

Annual Fundraising 

Dinner and Auction 

April 2-6, 2018 - Spring 

Break  

May 25, 2018 - Last 

day of School 

Early July 2018 - 

SCDOR Applications 

Open for 2018-19 

Scholarship and 

Tuition Tax Credits for 

Exceptional Students 

 

2017-2018 HCA Students 

This school year marks our 

11th year of giving HOPE to 

Midlands families in need of 

specialized instruction. 

For thou art my HOPE Lord God; 

Thou art my trust from my youth 

Psalm 71:5 
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Academic success can be easy to 

measure. Test scores indicate statistics 

that measure the advancement of 

students in various areas of study. HCA 

uses the Woodcock Johnson IV 

Achievement Test to track the academic 

progress of each student. 

In administering these tests students at 

Hope are not placed in an environment 

where they feel pressured or 

intimidated. Instead they are 

encouraged to treat the test as if they 

were repeating past classroom 

instruction.   

The results of our student’s test scores 

show that our methods work.  These 

improvements can be measured on a 

yearly or bi-yearly basis. 

Here are some examples of success at 

Hope:  

2 years ago Sam was spelling below his 

grade level. Now as an eighth grader at 

Hope, not only does he spell on his level 

but scores in the 90th percentile. 

When Jane came to Hope 2 years ago, 

her reading comprehension was two 

grades below her grade level. Now as an 

eighth grader she reads above her 

grade level. 

When John came to Hope as a fourth 

grader, he was doing math calculations 

on a second grade level.  Now as a sixth 

grader he has improved to doing math 

calculations at his grade level. 

Hope uses direct instruction as the 

primary teaching strategy as well as 

consistency and repetition in all 

subjects. HCA's success is due to many 

factors, not the least of which are patient 

and creative teachers as well as 

students and families who are dedicated 

to succeed. 

MEASURING SUCCESS 

The graduates of Hope are beating the odds 

when it comes to finding and keeping a job.  

Statistics show that 85% of people in the US 

with a disability are not employed.  100% of 

Hope’s graduates are employed.   

Employers may be hesitant to hire a person 

with a disability.  Some may believe that 

more training/supervision will equal 

decreased productivity.  According to The 

Institute for Corporate Productivity, 80% of 

companies who employ individuals with a 

disability reported a positive experience and 

a third reported the experience exceeded 

their expectations.  These employees prove 

to be loyal, enthusiastic workers who add 

valuable skills to the workplace.   

This has proven true with the working 

graduates of Hope.  Our latest graduate, 

Harrison, is employed with the Columbia 

Fireflies minor league baseball team.  Using 

his skills from Hope, Harrison has proven to 

be a valued employee and has already been 

promoted. In the off season, he works at 

Tractor Supply Company.  He loves his jobs 

and interacting with customers.   

Jackson is employed at Southern Produce.  

His main responsibilities are building boxes 

for shipment.  His employer helped him to 

succeed in this position with some simple 

accommodations.  Instead of counting the 

number of boxes he needs to make, his 

supervisor prints out the labels needed to go 

on the boxes.  As he makes each box, he 

applies the needed label, which makes it 

easy to tell when he’s made the correct 

number. A simple accommodation makes 

Jackson a valuable asset to the company. 

Individuals with disabilities can be the right 

person for any given job.   The graduates 

from Hope are great examples of this in their 

job settings.   

 

FUTURE SUCCESS 
 

ACHIEVING              

 

 

Learning is for Life at HCA.   

Reading comprehension is an 

important goal at Hope. We 

believe that reading is an 

important part of getting along in 

our society. 

At HCA, we look at the individual 

student and his or her interests, 

abilities, limitations, and plans 

for the future. From there we 

make a plan for our studies. 

Some students’ reading 

interests may lie in British 

Literature, World History, 

Chemistry, or fiction and non-

fiction novels.  For some it may 

be magazine articles about 

everyday life or jobs.  For others 

it is a simple grocery store list 

and household chores that are 

necessary.  

At Hope we try to reach each 

student where they are, and 

improve on their abilities.  

  

ACHIEVING SUCCESS 
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During the middle and high school 

years, students and their parents 

begin to evaluate transitions for life 

after high school. For some this may 

mean post-secondary education.  For 

others it may mean looking at careers, 

vocations or volunteer opportunities.  

At Hope, we believe that everyone can 

contribute something to their 

communities. For this reason, Hope 

has partnered with local businesses to 

allow students to make job site visits 

to explore potential careers.  The 

Dept. of Natural Resources, Kathwood 

Preschool, Estep Family Life Center, 

Morgan Stanley, and Riverbanks Zoo 

are just a few of  the partnerships we 

have established.  We are thankful for 

these beneficial opportunities for our 

students. 

One student, Rebecca Fleming, 

exemplifies transition success at HCA.  

Rebecca, the first graduate of HCA, 

has been serving as an auxiliary 

volunteer with Palmetto Health Baptist 

since March of 2015 as well as a part 

time assistant here at HCA.  She 

currently has 1,110 hours to her credit 

and will be receiving a service award 

at the General Auxiliary Awards 

Program for Palmetto Health.  Always 

smiling, Rebecca shares the joy of the 

Lord with everyone wherever she 

goes and demonstrates an incredible 

attitude of service to others. 

Hope in Transition Hope in our Community… 

   Two years ago, Hope’s volunteer basketball coach, Mr. Kenny Long, had 

a great idea.  He suggested Hope switch from competing in basketball to 

competing in corn hole! Kenny and his son, Garrett, made two sets of corn 

hole boards, and then taught our students how to play. The students have 

had a blast practicing, and then competing with many different groups 

throughout Columbia.  Last year we had groups from Hammond School and 

A.C. Flora take us on.  We also challenged the staff of First Baptist Church 

of Columbia and the staff of Hope Christian Academy.  One of our favorite 

days is when the students play against their own families.  Hope is about to 

start practicing for this season, and look forward to having some fun 

matches.  We love the interaction with our community, and the good-

natured competition!  It is always a winning season for HOPE! 

 

 

HCA High School offers 2 types of diplomas: 

Pre-collegiate diploma is the most academically stringent diploma.  The courses taken will prepare a student for a 

college/university program.    

  

General diploma offers many of the same courses as the pre-collegiate program; the difference being the curriculum 

is modified/abridged to align with the students' academic abilities. 

 

HCA also offers a Certificate of Completion, awarded to students 18 years old and older.  The certificate of 

completion will be awarded based on the successful completion of the goals and objectives outlined in the student’s 

individual education program (IEP). 
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Elementary and Middle Students 

 Describe HOPE in one word 

 

Keke says Hope is…    

INVITING 

 

A parent’s testimony…  

 

 

 

 

 

Peyton says 

Hope is… 

AMAZING 

Gabriel says Hope is… 

SAFE 

Anthony says Hope is… 

FRIENDLY 

Chase says Hope is… 

SCIENTIFIC 

Drew says Hope is… 

INTRIGUING 

Harrison attended Hope Christian Academy from 8th grade until he graduated in 
May of 2017. We were so fortunate to find this school after attending public 
school, home schooling and trying other private special education schools that 
just didn't fit.  Hope Christian Academy offered academic studies, a small setting, 
a Biblical worldview with daily prayers and individualized teaching.  I know for a 
fact that attending this school was the only reason Harrison was able to graduate 
high school.  Once we found this gem of a school and he was able to settle into 
this style of learning, filled with a loving and supportive staff, he was well on his 
way.  He met and exceeded expectations with his spectrum diagnosis.  He is 
planning on attending Midlands Technical College in the spring of 2018 to study 
graphic design. He hopes to create and edit videos for his own business and one 
day be on the Outdoors Channel for Hunting & Fishing.  He has the confidence 
that he can do this because of the foundation and love he received while at Hope 
Christian Academy.   

Forever grateful, Hector & Laurie Pineda 

 

 

 



 

2017-2018 NEWS OF HOPE 

 

 

“When I was in a big middle school I was 

not getting the help I needed.  I had 

missed a lot of days, and it was very hard 

to get caught up.  I came to HOPE 

because I was overwhelmed at the amount 

of classwork and homework that I could 

not get finished.  Now that I’m at HCA, I 

am able to keep up with my assignments.  

We review subjects more, pay close 

attention to the things we really need to 

know, and we don’t do busy work!  My 

grades have improved tremendously. We 

get all our schoolwork done in class, so we 

do not have homework.  Hope has helped 

me so much.  I am so thankful that I am 

able to go to this school.” 

 

HAYDEN 

 

“This year at HCA I have had so much help 

to get what I need to pass school and to have 

fun.  My teacher, Mrs. Dodd, helps me in 

every class so I can understand what I am 

learning. In math, for instance, I didn’t 

understand much last year.  I was always 

falling asleep because I didn’t understand 

anything. This year at Hope I get the help I 

need to understand. Instead of getting C’s 

and D’s on my report card, I got to see A’s 

for the first time. The best thing here is the 

students. They are so funny, a little loud but 

all great friends and people.  I love this 

school and wish I didn’t have to leave it one 

day. Thank you, HCA, for helping me along 

my journey to graduate like the smart kid my 

parents always knew I was.” 

JOSHUA 

“Hope Christian Academy is helping me 

become the person I want to be. The 

teachers have helped me read better and 

faster.  In Math classes we learn about 

money, calculators, and solving math 

problems.  We have a "General Store" here 

at HCA that has taught us about budgeting 

and taxes. Our field trips are always 

awesome, and the downtown restaurants 

that feed us for free are amazing.  I am very 

grateful for the way HOPE has changed my 

life!” 

 

GARRETT 

“I look forward to coming to school every 

day. The teachers are very creative, loving, 

and smart!  I love the Priscilla Shirer Bible 

study we do every morning.  My reading has 

improved so much since we read such 

interesting books. The Math class teaches 

financial management and budgeting!! The 

chemistry is very challenging, but I do enjoy 

learning about all those elements.  The 

teachers also teach conversational skills and 

good manners in general. I’m sure I am 

going to miss everyone after I graduate in 

May of 2019!!” 

 

SHARMAINE 

 

 

 

 

For I know the plans I 

have for you, declares 

the LORD, plans to 

prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give 

you  and a future. 
Jerimiah 29:11 
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Special Needs Tax Credit Impacts Families Enrolled at Hope 
 

The Special Needs Tax Credit Program run by the SC Department of Revenue continues to aid families enrolled at 
Hope.  This year, families were eligible to receive up to $11,000.00 of their eligible tuition through direct scholarship 
or through tuition reimbursement.  The DOR has been collecting donations to fund this program and several Hope 
families have utilized one or both options to help defray the cost of private specialized education for their child. 
This is one more way that individuals and businesses can help families who seek specialized education.  Your donation 
to Exceptional SC can be used as a tax credit against your overall South Carolina income tax liability. This applies to 
personal or corporate income tax liability.  Ask your accountant about participating in this tax credit and use your tax 
dollars to benefit students with learning disabilities. 
 

To learn more about this opportunity go to www.exceptionalsc.org 
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Ella Shiver 

Hope Christian Academy is a unique school because our students each have learning 

differences and are taught according to their abilities in a loving Christian atmosphere. We 

service the educational needs of our students and cater to their desires to learn more about 

the Lord.  Hope supports the values the parents seek to instill in their homes.  Our help makes 

that desire possible.  We strive to ensure that those who have disabilities, unique learning 

challenges, or exceptional academic gifts become vital participants who are challenged to 

their fullest capabilities.  Hope is building a well-deserved excellent reputation for serving kids 

in our Christian school who typically have required special services only found within the 

public school system.  Following this path is not always easy.  It takes passion and a belief 

that this is important. It also takes the faith to take it one day - and one child - at a time.  We 

say “welcome” to kids of all levels of ability and disability and we believe the entire community 

will be blessed beyond measure with Hope!   

 
Caroline Dodd 

In preparation for school this year, I asked my upcoming freshmen, Hayden and Joshua, what 

foreign language they would like to study.  They agreed on French since both of their fathers 

work for FN Manufacturing.  FN Manufacturing is a company located here in Columbia, but its 

headquarters is in Belgium, where French is spoken.  Hayden said that he’d like to go to 

Belgium with his father someday, so knowing how to speak French is important to him.  We 

are using the Rosetta Stone computer program at school to study French.  The program 

incorporates reading, writing, and speaking.  With lots of practice and hard work, Hayden and 

Joshua are well on their way to learning French.  Before the end of the school year, we hope 

to take a field trip to their father’s workplace and learn more about their jobs. 

 

 
Misty Harley 

This is my second year at Hope, and I am convinced that this is one of the best possible 

learning environments our students could have. As I teach Real World Math, Real World 

Writing, and Life Skills, I see students being successful in learning these practical 

concepts that they will use later in life. Teaching here, I am able to walk the students step 

by step through math problems and take time to work with each student individually. 

There is no stress or pressure placed on the students to keep up, just creative ways to 

learn and grow in their knowledge and expertise. In my classroom, we love to learn, and 

that is a victory. I am excited to see each student grow more confident each day. 
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Teacher/Staff Expenses
73%

Program 
Costs

3%

Operating Expenses including rent 
and insurance

24%

HCA Expenses

Tuition
66%

Other Income Sources 
including Donations

34%

HCA Sources of Income

 

Where Our Dollars Come From and Where They Go 

 

TUITION ONLY GOES SO FAR 

WHILE TUITION COVERS A PORTION OF EXPENSES, HCA RELIES ON INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS TO COVER A 

LARGE PORTION OF ITS REMAING EXPENSES.  HCA BUDGET MARGINS FOR YEARLY EXPENSES ARE SLIM.  

EVEN THE SMALLEST OF DONATIONS GOES A LONG WAY FOR HOPE.   GIFTS TO HOPE CAN BE MADE 

MONETARILY OR THROUGH THE GIVING OF DONATED ITEMS OR SERVICES THAT CAN BE USED AT OUR 

ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION AND DINNER.  WILL YOU BE A SUPPORTER OF HOPE? 

SO… HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

SAVE THE DATE 

Hope Christian Academy Annual Fundraising Dinner and Auction 
Tuesday March 13, 2018 

6:30 pm 
Ellis Hall 

First Baptist Church 
1306 Hampton Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 

For More information on how you can donate see:  www.hcatoday.org/silent-auction-and-dinner 
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All work and no 

play… 

At HOPE, we work 

hard but we also 

play hard. Students 

engage in PE, 

Music and Art 

weekly as part of 

the curriculum.  

We don’t just stay 

on campus. Our 

students go to 

museums, live 

theater shows, 

parades, 

businesses, 

historic landmarks, 

and even apple 

picking.  

 

Hope Christian 

Academy 

Mailing Address: 

Hope Christian 

Academy 

545 Alexander Circle 

Columbia, SC 29206 

 

Physical Address: 

HCA at First Baptist 

Church 

1306 Hampton Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

 

WWW.HCATODAY.ORG 

 

Teachers in Finland don't assign homework to 

their students; HCA teachers don't assign 

homework to their students.  Finnish teachers 

don't administer big weekly or bi-weekly tests to 

their students; HCA teachers don't administer big 

tests to their students, but rather give weekly 

checkups to see if their students have understood 

the skills taught during the week; and the 

administrations of schools in Finland do not 

require standardized testing of students. 

There are countless studies and articles about these 3 issues that can be found on the internet. 

Stephanie Donaldson-Pressman, co-author of  "The Learning Habit: A Groundbreaking 

Approach to Homework and Parenting that Helps Our Children Succeed in School and Life,"  

states that the amount of homework  assigned by teachers in America is not only not  beneficial 

to children's grades or GPA, but there's really a plethora of evidence that it's detrimental to their 

attitude about  school, their grades, their self-confidence, their social skills and their quality of 

life." 

So about this "No Homework" at Hope Christian Academy; just ask a HCA student what they 

think about this policy!               
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