
 

Directors Corner: 
Greetings to all! 

Little did I know that when I worked at a day camp for students with 

special needs after my senior year in high school, that I would spend 

my life working with students with learning differences. 

My plan had been to major in microbiology in college, and spend my 

life working in medical labs in big hospitals. However, working with 

Rev. Bill Bouknight at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in 

Hartsville for four weeks, seeing so many students respond well to 

individual attention and positive words of assurance, and realizing 

how much their parents appreciated our ministry to them… 

What’s Coming 
up? 
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For thou art my HOPE Lord God; Thou art my trust from my youth 
Psalm 71:5 

 

These last 12 years as the Director of Hope Christian Academy have topped off my years in education. 

I have had the pleasure of connecting with so many great families and their awesome children! It has 

been a joy working with extremely creative teachers, and coming along side of them to educate and 

minister to the students who have been enrolled at HOPE. 

What a great opportunity and privilege it has been to partner with parents in educating their children, 

stretching these students to their God-given potential, yet not frustrating them in the process. HCA is a 

very unique school, where students who learn differently experience success every day, and where they 

know their teachers and fellow classmates “root” for them to succeed every day.   

         - Jill Sinclair 

           Director 

convinced me that God wanted me to work with students with learning 

disabilities.  My experience has included teaching in public schools, in private 

schools, in my family’s homeschool and co-op, and tutoring students in both 

private and public schools. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
Chase Krawczyk came to Hope 

in the 6th grade.  This is his fifth 

year at HCA.  His father shared 

the impact Hope has had on 

Chase and their family. 

Just keep Swimming... 
In the movie Finding Nemo the quirky and 
somewhat mentally challenged fish Dori 
encourages a distraught and despairing clownfish 
Marlin that when life gets you down you just 
have to keep on swimming.  You know how it 
goes, just keep swimming, just keep swimming, 
swimming, swimming. As a parent of a special 
needs child,  sometimes the best advice for you  

                                                                                                                    
and your child is to just keep swimming.  
This is especially true when your child is 
entangled in the bureaucracy of public 
schools.  It’s not that the school system is 
not full of caring and talented educators, it 
is just that there are so many milestones and 
goals set for children based upon the 
dictates of the system that sometimes 
special needs children can’t keep up.  They 
get lost in the world of standardized testing 
and artificial objectives and, like Nemo, 
they lose their way.  As parents we try 
desperately to keep up and help our children 
find their way but many times we feel like 
the current is sweeping us away.  Without  

 the encouragement of others we get 
distraught and despair.  
  
At HCA our family found that 
encouragement.  We found a place that 
encouraged him to learn at a pace of  
 which he was capable. We found a place 
that encourages with love and hope, but 
also with discipline and respect.  We 
found a place that encourages him daily 
with God’s word, and that he was made 
just as God intended and has a place in his 
plan.  It is a place where he cannot wait to 
go and learn; and he has.  He has grown 
in so many ways, in both his knowledge 
and as a person. And while they meet him 
where he is they know that standing still 
is not enough.  So they tell him to…just 
keep swimming… 
 
 

The students at HCA are all unique.  Each has had different experiences and each has a 
HOPE for the future.   The students love to share what they are learning. 

ANDREW 
This is my first year in high 
school at HCA. I find it 
challenging sometimes and 
other times I find it easy. My 
most challenging class is 
geometry, where we find 
measurements of angles and 
sides of figures. I really 
enjoy our science 
experiments that we do in 
Earth Science. I loved the 
one where we made balloon 
rockets. We recorded the 
distance an inflated balloon 
traveled as air was released. 
We tested our balloon 
rockets moving horizontally 
and vertically on a straw 
taped to a string.  We also 
measured the relative 
distance of each planet from 
the sun by making a 
representation on the floor 
with tape, yarn, and plastic 
chips.  
In Bible class, we all learn 
about God together. 

We learn how to respect others, 
as taught in the book of 
Proverbs. Proverbs is teaching 
us about wisdom and guidance. 
Before we begin Bible each 
day, we pray together. We pray 
for people who are sick; we 
pray for our friends and family, 
and we also include praises. 
Sometimes we read devotions 
that teach us how to follow God 
and draw closer to Him.  
History is fun because it puts 
me back in time into the past. 
We have been learning about 
the Middle Ages and the 
Renaissance. In fact, we got to 
go to Medieval Times in Myrtle 
Beach. We saw a jousting 
tournament, horses with 
knights, a king and queen, and 
we got to eat our lunches with 
only our hands - no silverware! 
Each group in the audience had 
a different color and knight that 
fought in the tournament. Our 

knight was red and yellow. 
It was amazing to see the 
knights in armor fight with 
swords, shields, and other 
medieval weapons. 
Sometimes when the 
swords would hit the 
shields we actually saw 
sparks! The last part of our 
trip we got to go on the 
beach, where it was windy 
and cold, but we found 
some really big shells. I 
still have my shells to 
remember our fantastic trip 
to Myrtle Beach. 
 

Students in Ms. Shivers class work together to 
figure out a solution to the classroom problem. 

HCA prides itself on inclusion.  Whenever 
possible, teaching encourages all students to 

work together. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

KEKE 
My family has an RV, which is like a home away from home. It has a kitchen with a kitchen table, two bunk beds for my sister and me, a 
master bedroom with a big bed for my parents, two bathrooms, and a living room with a couch and a TV. It even has an extra bed up above 
the driver’s seat.  The last trip we made in the RV was to Alabama to attend my cousin’s wedding. We usually park in a camp ground. Camp 
grounds have big bathrooms with big showers, so this is a good thing. The negative is that campgrounds usually have mosquitoes! My ideal 
vacation would be to take our RV to Hawaii for a week. Hawaii is the most beautiful state. Many volcanoes and lava contributed to the 
black color of the higher ground and mountains. However, the sand is a light beige and so clean. The water is turquoise and see-through. 
There are even hotels on the beaches, but I would like to park our RV on the beach, surrounded by palm trees blowing in the wind. It would 
be so cool to open the door each morning to see sand, the ocean, and blue sky. I really want to go there someday. I only wish there was a 
bridge from California to Hawaii, so we could just drive over!! 

CHASE 
I felt bad and my stomach hurt so I went to the doctor. The doctor sent my mom and me to the hospital. They put me in a bed and 
put an IV in my arm. They told me I was going to have surgery and have my appendix out. I went to sleep and felt a little better 
when I woke up. I only had two small incision marks where they did my surgery. I stayed in the hospital for several days. The nurse 
would come in every so often and take my temperature and look at my incisions. My dad slept on the sofa each night I was in the 
hospital. I was never scared the whole time. The doctors and nurses were very nice to me and took good care of me.  
I finally went home on a Saturday. I rested a lot and watched TV and movies. My dogs kept me company while I recovered. On 
Sunday I felt well enough to go see a movie at the theater. I was even able to eat popcorn and candy! My surgery went well, but I’m 
glad it’s all over. 
 

ETHAN 
If I could own any strange animal it would be the Matamata. The Matamata is a freshwater turtle found in South America. It is a 
large turtle with a flat, triangular head, warty growths and a long tubular snout. Its shell is large and has knobs projecting from it. Its 
long snout is used like a snorkel so it can breathe underwater. Matamatas have very poor eyesight, but have fleshy flaps on the side 
of their neck to detect prey. Another weird fact about them is that they have five claws on their front feet while their back feet only 
have four claws. Despite being aquatic, Matamatas are not well adapted for swimming in open water. They usually live in shallow 
pools of water. The Matamata weighs 38 pounds and its shell can grow to 1.5 feet. They are found throughout the Amazon and 
Trinidad. The Matamata has a unique hunting method that involves “vacuuming” up invertebrates and fish. I would want to have a 
Matamata for a pet because they are so ugly that they’re adorable. You can actually buy Matamatas either online or at an exotic pet 
store. I really like animals of all kinds. Maybe one day I could become a zoologist. 
 

THOMAS 
At other schools it was loud and it was hard for me to learn. I love coming to Hope because it’s quiet and I can work better. In math 
I’m studying multiplication. I like going to the board to work problems. We count coins and bills to buy things at our general store. 
We measure centimeters and inches with rulers. In reading I’m learning new vocabulary words. I’ve learned parts of the skeletal 
system, such as pelvis, humerus, and femur. I’ve also learned about the digestive system. When we eat food it goes in our mouth, 
down our esophagus, into our stomach, then into our small intestine, and finally into our large intestine. In Earth science we studied 
the weather. I did a project on lightning. Lightning can be dangerous and can even kill people. Lightning happens usually when there 
is a storm. Now in science we’re learning about rocks, magma, and lava. I can’t wait to study all about volcanoes! I like all of my 
classes, but I like math the best because I’m good at it. 
 

ANTHONY 
There is so much to learn in World History and I like it all!  The 30s were a terrible time because there was a financial 
collapse.  Some people had no jobs or money.  
During the Roaring 20s there were a lot of vehicles made, like the Brough Superior Motorcycle.  It was the fastest motorbike of the 
20’s.  Lawrence of Arabia had 4 Brough Superiors and he hated fame.   
 
 

LILYANA 
My name is Lilyana and these are some things I like to do at school.  I like to count money and go to the General Store one day a 
week. 
I like to watch Science and music videos on the iPad. I have fun doing puzzles.  My favorite recess activity is playing Ping-Pong at 
recess! 

GABRIEL 
 I’m an adventurer, and I have always enjoyed our Geography classes.  My goal is to travel to Great Britain.  I think everthing 
about England is fascinating:  the tea (instead of coffee); the crumpets and cookies (instead of biscuits); the Queen and Parliament 
(instead of a President and Congress); and the big red double buses to get around town (instead of plain city buses). 
Working at Heathrow Airport would be so cool.  I would tell visitors to make sure to see London Bridge, The Clock Tower, and 
Buckingham Palace.  I would also like to work at a tourist company, and lead people around London, tying the present times to 
the early days.   
So my goal is to travel to fascinating England, and I’d even take my mother and my Auntie Kimara! 

HAYDEN 
My plans for after high school are to go to college to study psychology. I’d like to be able to open my own counseling practice at 
some point. Hope has helped me so much to get to a point where I can think about college. I am currently taking SAT Prep to help 
prepare me for the SAT, which will allow me to go to college. In SAT Prep I study vocabulary words, some of which I’ve never 
heard of before, such as clandestine and acrimonious.  
This year I am taking World Literature. At the beginning of the school year we read Anne Frank, and now we are reading selections 
from different books and stories, such as “Beowulf and the Fire Dragon”. After every story we answer questions, some of which 
require critical thinking. I am also taking Algebra 2, World History, Music Appreciation, and Earth Science to earn my credits for 
high school graduation. In all of my classes we are allowed to ask questions and we often have open discussions about the topics we 
are studying. 
 

 



 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
SPECIAL NEEDS TAX CREDIT 
PROGAM HAS NEW FUNDING 
FOCUS.    
 
The SCDOR Special Need Tax 
Credit program greatly benefits the 
majority of our students at Hope.  
This program allows individual 
donors and corporations to 
contribute toward a scholarship 
fund for students in our state who 
meet the criteria for exceptional 
needs. These scholarships allow 
families to choose private 
educational institutions like Hope 
that are suited to help their students 
with a diagnosed learning disability 
when they otherwise might not be 
able to afford this option.  Recent 
tax reforms have greatly affected  

 
HCA Students: 
Beating the 
Odds 

 Hope Christian students have been beating the odds in the 
workplace.  Studies indicate that 70% of individuals with disabilities seeking work 
are unemployed. 100% of Hope’s graduates are either employed, interning, or 
continuing their education.  The high rate of success is due to the emphasis placed 
on identifying our student’s strengths and interests, and gearing their high school 
educational objectives to these strengths.   
 
 Rebecca, Hope’s first graduate, is a great example of how we implement 
these strategies.  She knew that she wanted to get a job when she graduated from 
high school.  To help her achieve this goal, her high school studies included 
resume writing, mock job interviews, and conversational skills practice.  She and 
her classmates visited many job-sites where she learned from employers the skills 
that were necessary to complete jobs that make up their business.  Rebecca then 
interned at several places.  Among her duties at these internships was reading to 
preschool children, helping in our classrooms and accompanying students from 
one location to another.   
 
 Rebecca has been employed for more than a year at a local 
preschool.  Her director, Beth Knott, described what an asset Rebecca has been to 
their workplace.  She said that Rebecca has a sweet, enthusiastic personality and 
gets along well with everyone.  In fact, when they had one young child who was a 
“serial biter” they gave Rebecca the task of shadowing the child.  This resulted in 
no more incidents!  She is enthusiastic about any task she is asked to do and is a 
favorite among the preschoolers and other employees.  
 
 We are so proud of Rebecca and Hope’s other graduates.  We love to 
share the successes they are experiencing, and are thankful to have played a part in 
helping them to develop the skills to succeed in their chosen positions.  
 

EXCEPTIONAL SC TAX CREDIT 
PROGRAM UPDATE 

the program and availability of 
scholarships this year.  In the past, 
individuals and corporations were  
eligible for a dollar for dollar credit 
on their state income tax liability as 
well as being able to claim a 
charitable deduction on the federal 
return.  The tax changes eliminated 
the benefit to an individual donor’s 
federal return. As a result, many 
tax specialists were advising 
individual donors not to give to our 
program. Therefore, donations to 
the program slowed and some 
students were unable to receive 
scholarship funds. Exceptional SC 
worked with the IRS to get a 
clarification after arguing that our 
program, and many others like it, 
were handicapped with these tax 
reforms.      

An IRS clarification was issued 
in December 2019.  Centering on 
Corporate donors, it stated that a 
corporation or business entity can 
get a dollar for dollar credit 
towards their SC state tax 
liability as well as a deduction of 
the donation as a business 
expense on their federal return.  
As such, the fundraising focus of 
SCDOR has moved from 
individuals to Corporations and 
businesses.   
Funding for the 2020-2021 
school year is not set.  The 
Exceptional SC Board is 
confidently optimistic that this 
new ruling will influence and 
increase donations dramatically 
in the coming year.  Further, if 
the SC legislature raises the  

 
Donation cap from $12 million to 
$20 million, perhaps all special needs 
students enrolled can receive 
scholarships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To stay informed about this program 
go to: 
 www.Exceptionalsc.org. 
 There you can sign up for their 
newsletter and receive the most up to 
date information about becoming a 
donor or applying for a scholarship. 
 

HCA could not do what it does without help.  

Like any nonprofit organization, HCA 

depends on contributions from our families, 

businesses, and community members.   

We are proud of the fact that we have not 
raised tuition in 10 years.  The ONLY 
fundraiser we host to bridge the gap between 
what is received in tuition and grants and 
yearly expenses is our Annual Fundraising 
Dinner and Silent auction.  Will you 
prayerfully consider helping HOPE continue 
teaching these exceptional children? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information go to  
www.hcatoday.org 
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Partners 

10 
Jobsite & 
Vocational 
Partners 

 

Teacher to 
Student Ratio 

 

4 Teachers 
 

13 Students 

        

AVERAGE 
OF 14 
FIELD 

TRIPS A 
YEAR 

1 of only 2 Christian South Carolina Schools that SOLELY enroll kids with learning disabilities. 

Over 100 combined years 
teaching experience 

100%  
Of our 

Graduates 
are employed 

100%  
Of our 

Classes utilize 
Technology 

daily 

▪  Donate an item to the Hope auction 

▪  Make a Monetary donation to Hope 

▪  Become a Job partner with Hope 

▪  Become a Community Partner for Hope 

 



 

	

 

         

HCA loves being together...and going on field trips! 
 

 
  

 

  

 
For more information go to 

www.hcatoday.org 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
  

Keonjel  
This is Keonjel’s second year at HCA, 
and she loves it!  School at Hope is fun 
as well as educational.  She can tell that 
her study habits have improved because 
she’s making better grades here.  The 
individual attention and small groups 
make all the difference for her. She 
says “In literature we read wonderful 
books that are classics, and it makes us 
want to get better and better at 
reading.  Math is my favorite subject 
because Ms. Shiver lets me do a lot of 
calculations on the dry erase board, 
which makes me feel like a teacher. In 
fact, I think I’d like to be a teacher 
when I grow up!!” 
 
Chase  
Chase is excited to be in high school 
this year!  He is enjoying geography 
class and learning about the seven 
continents.  Of all the places they have 
studied he says that Antarctica is one 
area he would like to see the most 
because of the penguins and seals that 
live there.   
 

Joshua  
Joshua is working towards returning to 
a larger classroom setting to complete 
his high school education. His favorite 
subject this year is US History.  One 
fact he learned was that Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt is the only President 
to serve more than 2 terms in office.  In 
fact, he began a fourth term, and died 
while in office. 
 
Hayden  
Hayden acknowledges the uniqueness 
of HCA.  He says that the teachers and 
adapted curriculum have made all the 
difference in his learning process.  The 
pace is so much better than at big 
schools.  “The teachers make sure we 
‘get it’ before they move on to the next 
lesson.”   This is especially important 
in Algebra II, he stresses.  In the future 
Hayden hopes to pursue a counseling 
profession, and he says seeing how the 
faculty and staff care about each 
student has helped lead him in this 
direction! 
 

Ethan  
Last year Ethan was homeschooled, 
and while he enjoyed that setting he’s 
glad to be making friends with the 
students at Hope.  Art Appreciation 
class is a favorite subject, as well as 
designing his own projects in art.  In 
biology class he was especially 
interested in learning how scientists 
discovered that the bark from the yew 
tree produces Taxol, which is used in 
medications to kill cancer cells 
 
Liz  
This is Liz’s first year at HCA, and 
she loves being here.  “Everyone is so 
kind at this school,” she says, and 
“there’s no drama!”  She is so glad 
we’re reading “great stories” in 
literature that she’s heard about, but 
never read.  Her favorite subject is 
World Geography, and she is looking 
forward to studying Portugal because 
her sister has visited there.  Liz has 
volunteered to bring us Portuguese 
food when we “arrive in that country!”  

 
 

Thomas  
This is Thomas’ first year at Hope, 
and he enjoys the friendly 
atmosphere.  He said that practicing 
making fractions with oranges and 
Hershey bars really helped him 
understand it better, and he liked 
getting to eat his work.  Thomas 
loves technology!  He would like to 
work on developing games 
someday. 
 

Anthony  
Anthony says “I’m a learner. I love getting 
new knowledge.” Anthony enjoys all his 
classes at HCA, but especially anything to 
do with history and geography.  He also 
likes retelling lessons or information that 
the teacher has shared with the classes.  He 
remembers details that many other 
students would not catch. In Art 
Appreciation he enjoys copying, or 
drawing, very famous paintings that the 
class studies, and everyone can recognize 
what Anthony has drawn! 

 

Cont... 
 
differences and help prepare them 
for life after Hope. I’m able to 
pray with them, read the Bible 
with them, and point them to an 
incredible God who has great 
things planned for their futures.  
This year my students at Hope are 
memorizing poems as they study 
literature from around the world. 
They are being challenged as they 
work through problems and 
equations in Geometry and 
Algebra 2. My students are also 
studying World History, Music 
Appreciation, and Earth Science. 
One of my students is studying 
French 1, while another is 
learning vocabulary to prepare for 
the SAT. Before we jump into all 
of these academic classes, we 
start each day by sharing prayer 
requests and praying together. 
Then we read verses out of the 
Bible. We’re reading the book of 
Proverbs this year to learn what 
God has to say to us about 
wisdom, how He wants us to be 
wise, and how to make choices 
that are honoring to Him. I love 
watching as the students 
contemplate the verses and try to 
understand what God is saying to 
them. I know that God has 
created each student with a 
purpose and my job is to help 
them realize it! 
 

Frances McGraw 
 
Things do not always work out 
as planned. Such was the case 
with me. I had planned to work 
in public schools as an 
elementary teacher. The private 
college I attended was not yet 
accredited, but was supposed to 
be by the time I graduated. This 
did not happen, so public school 
was no longer an option. I 
decided to teach in private 
school. The first was in a small, 
rural town where I was 
employed as a second grade 
teacher. It was the practice in the 
seventies to place children in 
reading classes based on their 
reading level rather than their 
grade level. Because of this 
several fourth and fifth graders 
were sent to my room. I did not 
know why at the time and had 
little knowledge of learning 
disabilities, but, I was drawn to 
these students and enjoyed 
working with them. I also did 
not understand what made them 
different. 
 My next two positions 
were in private schools for 
students with learning 
disabilities where I was 
employed as a self-contained 
teacher. I received education and 
training in reading and math on 
how to teach them. I knew that 
this was what I was supposed to 
dedicate my life to. During this 
time I went to graduate school 
where I earned a Master of 
Education and was certified in 
learning disabilities and 
elementary education. 

Cont... 
 
 Several years later I 
began teaching in public 
school, first in Sumter as a 
self-contained teacher in 
grades 1-5, and next in Cayce 
as a self-contained teacher 
where I worked with students 
with a variety of special 
needs. I retired in 2016, but 
still wanted to teach. 
 I was fortunate to be 
hired at Hope Christian 
Academy. I love working 
with the students and 
watching them grow as they 
succeed and their needs are 
met. The positive 
environment, small classes, 
and individualized instruction 
make all the difference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharmaine  
Sharmaine is excited to be graduating in 
May.  Upon graduation, her goal is to find a 
position as a teaching assistant at a day care 
or preschool.  In preparation for this 
Sharmaine spends part of her day as an 
assistant in the elementary classroom and 
works with our youngest student, Lilyana.  
She is gaining valuable experience under 
Ms. McGraw’s guidance.  Lilyana says she 
loves the reading they are doing together in 
class. 
 
 
 

Lilyana  
Lilyana has the distinction of being the 
youngest student at Hope!  She loves 
being at school with friends.  She is 
working hard in her math and reading 
classes.  She works hard because she 
loves to earn points for each class.  For 
all of her hard work she earns time for 
working on puzzles, and she’s a gifted 
puzzle maker!  
  
 
Andrew  
Andrew is enjoying many of his subjects 
this year, including math, writing, and 
Bible class.  His geography class is 
learning how to read maps.  He 
especially likes to find the locations of 
the missionaries his class prays for on 
the map.  Someday Andrew would like 
to work on trains. 
 

Peyton  
Peyton’s favorite subject this year is 
her writing class.  Her math class is 
working on division right now.  One 
thing Peyton learned in geography 
that surprised her is that the driest 
place on earth is in 
Antarctica!  Peyton would like to 
work on a farm in the future. 
 
Gabriel  
Gabriel is excited about P.E. this 
year, and says their games of 
kickball and soccer are a real treat 
after working hard in academic 
classes.  His geography class is 
studying the continents, and he has 
really enjoyed learning more about 
Europe.  Gabriel thinks he might 
like to be a teacher someday. 
 

Caroline Dodd 
 
I remember smiling and waving 
to her from my car. She was in 
the car next to me. She grinned 
and waved back excitedly. I 
was only a few years older than 
she was, but I knew one day I’d 
like to work with children like 
her. She had Downs Syndrome. 
Once I was in college I had the 
chance to work with children 
with special needs. One 
summer, before attending 
Appalachian State University, I 
volunteered at the Center for 
Exceptional Children at an 
elementary school in North 
Carolina. I helped the children 
in the classroom and went on 
field trips with them. I 
absolutely loved my time spent 
with those amazing children. It 
confirmed to me that being a 
teacher of children with special 
needs was what I wanted to do 
with my life. After graduating 
college, I taught children with 
learning differences in public 
schools. It was rewarding work, 
but I always felt like something 
was missing. Then came my 
opportunity to teach children in 
an inner-city ministry. The 
children were all ages and 
abilities. I was able to instruct 
them academically as well as 
spiritually. I realized that was 
what I was missing while 
teaching public school – I 
wanted to teach children all the 
academic subjects they needed 
to know, but more importantly, 
I wanted them to understand 
that there was a God who loved 
them very much. I really felt 
like God used all of my 
experiences at public school 
and in the inner-city ministry to 
prepare me for teaching at 
Hope. Now I’m able to teach 
students with learning  

 

  

 



 
 
  

Keonjel  
This is Keonjel’s second year at HCA, 
and she loves it!  School at Hope is fun 
as well as educational.  She can tell that 
her study habits have improved because 
she’s making better grades here.  The 
individual attention and small groups 
make all the difference for her. She 
says “In literature we read wonderful 
books that are classics, and it makes us 
want to get better and better at 
reading.  Math is my favorite subject 
because Ms. Shiver lets me do a lot of 
calculations on the dry erase board, 
which makes me feel like a teacher. In 
fact, I think I’d like to be a teacher 
when I grow up!!” 
 
Chase  
Chase is excited to be in high school 
this year!  He is enjoying geography 
class and learning about the seven 
continents.  Of all the places they have 
studied he says that Antarctica is one 
area he would like to see the most 
because of the penguins and seals that 
live there.   
 

Joshua  
Joshua is working towards returning to 
a larger classroom setting to complete 
his high school education. His favorite 
subject this year is US History.  One 
fact he learned was that Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt is the only President 
to serve more than 2 terms in office.  In 
fact, he began a fourth term, and died 
while in office. 
 
Hayden  
Hayden acknowledges the uniqueness 
of HCA.  He says that the teachers and 
adapted curriculum have made all the 
difference in his learning process.  The 
pace is so much better than at big 
schools.  “The teachers make sure we 
‘get it’ before they move on to the next 
lesson.”   This is especially important 
in Algebra II, he stresses.  In the future 
Hayden hopes to pursue a counseling 
profession, and he says seeing how the 
faculty and staff care about each 
student has helped lead him in this 
direction! 
 

Ethan  
Last year Ethan was homeschooled, 
and while he enjoyed that setting he’s 
glad to be making friends with the 
students at Hope.  Art Appreciation 
class is a favorite subject, as well as 
designing his own projects in art.  In 
biology class he was especially 
interested in learning how scientists 
discovered that the bark from the yew 
tree produces Taxol, which is used in 
medications to kill cancer cells 
 
Liz  
This is Liz’s first year at HCA, and 
she loves being here.  “Everyone is so 
kind at this school,” she says, and 
“there’s no drama!”  She is so glad 
we’re reading “great stories” in 
literature that she’s heard about, but 
never read.  Her favorite subject is 
World Geography, and she is looking 
forward to studying Portugal because 
her sister has visited there.  Liz has 
volunteered to bring us Portuguese 
food when we “arrive in that country!”  

 
 

Thomas  
This is Thomas’ first year at Hope, 
and he enjoys the friendly 
atmosphere.  He said that practicing 
making fractions with oranges and 
Hershey bars really helped him 
understand it better, and he liked 
getting to eat his work.  Thomas 
loves technology!  He would like to 
work on developing games 
someday. 
 

Anthony  
Anthony says “I’m a learner. I love getting 
new knowledge.” Anthony enjoys all his 
classes at HCA, but especially anything to 
do with history and geography.  He also 
likes retelling lessons or information that 
the teacher has shared with the classes.  He 
remembers details that many other 
students would not catch. In Art 
Appreciation he enjoys copying, or 
drawing, very famous paintings that the 
class studies, and everyone can recognize 
what Anthony has drawn! 

 

Cont... 
their own, with the teacher as a 
resource. 
Each type of learner picks up 
information best using different 
methods, which often means that a 
student who is a hands-on learner 
may have more trouble in a class 
in which the teacher’s primary 
method of teaching is lectures. 
Hands-on learners may prefer to 
do interactive activities in the 
classroom, auditory learners may 
enjoy being assigned recordings to 
listen to and visual learners may 
desire in-class presentations. 
I don’t really think the standard 
way of teaching applies to 
everyone because everyone is 
different. Everyone retains 
information differently so we 
shouldn’t assume that everyone 
will learn the same way. 
While school may be too large of 
an institution to cater to each 
student’s individual learning 
styles, it is still possible to reach 
out to teachers and friends. 
Numerous people can gladly help 
by providing a one-on-one 
approach that may be a more 
suitable method for certain 
students. 
I believe that more students will 
benefit if schools catered to 
different learning types that gives 
an opportunity for everyone to 
understand the lesson. As a 
learning differences teacher I 
enjoy catering to my students 
needs to learn rather than sticking 
to one safe teaching method. 
 

Sharmaine  
Sharmaine is excited to be graduating in 
May.  Upon graduation, her goal is to find a 
position as a teaching assistant at a day care 
or preschool.  In preparation for this 
Sharmaine spends part of her day as an 
assistant in the elementary classroom and 
works with our youngest student, Lilyana.  
She is gaining valuable experience under 
Ms. McGraw’s guidance.  Lilyana says she 
loves the reading they are doing together in 
class. 
 
 
 

Lilyana  
Lilyana has the distinction of being the 
youngest student at Hope!  She loves 
being at school with friends.  She is 
working hard in her math and reading 
classes.  She works hard because she 
loves to earn points for each class.  For 
all of her hard work she earns time for 
working on puzzles, and she’s a gifted 
puzzle maker!  
  
 
Andrew  
Andrew is enjoying many of his subjects 
this year, including math, writing, and 
Bible class.  His geography class is 
learning how to read maps.  He 
especially likes to find the locations of 
the missionaries his class prays for on 
the map.  Someday Andrew would like 
to work on trains. 
 

Peyton  
Peyton’s favorite subject this year is 
her writing class.  Her math class is 
working on division right now.  One 
thing Peyton learned in geography 
that surprised her is that the driest 
place on earth is in 
Antarctica!  Peyton would like to 
work on a farm in the future. 
 
Gabriel  
Gabriel is excited about P.E. this 
year, and says their games of 
kickball and soccer are a real treat 
after working hard in academic 
classes.  His geography class is 
studying the continents, and he has 
really enjoyed learning more about 
Europe.  Gabriel thinks he might 
like to be a teacher someday. 
 

Ella Shiver 
 
I have always had a heart for 
students that learn differently. As 
a child, I found it easier to work 
with my hands to accomplish the 
task of learning new things. 
Therefore, it came natural to me 
to incorporate hands-on activities 
in my teaching. Because of my 
teaching style, I was able to 
adjust from teaching students in 
general classrooms to teaching 
students with learning 
differences. These strategies 
include breaking learning into 
smaller steps, using diagrams, 
graphics and pictures to increase 
their vocabulary skills, providing 
intensive practice, and modeling 
instructional practices. 
There are different types of 
learners that exist all over the 
world, and they often benefit 
from instruction geared toward 
their individual learning styles. 
One of the things I enjoy most is 
approaching students one-on-one 
for extra assistance. Teaching in a 
smaller setting has allowed me 
time to provide thorough 
understanding and guidance for 
those whose learning styles differ 
from the others. Teaching the way 
my students learn frees me up to 
use different styles of presenting 
information. For example, some 
teachers lecture, use worksheets, 
group work, videos or stations. 
Students have always been 
expected to stay on track with the 
curriculum in every class and the 
pacing that each teacher has 
chosen. This means that students 
who struggle to understand the 
content are left to play a game of 
catch-up. At our school, students 
are allowed to choose the pace of 
their learning, so if one student 
works faster than another, they 
can advance to the next unit. This 
approach proves to be beneficial 
for our students because it allows 
them to take the needed time to 
grasp the concepts. It is so 
rewarding when students are not 
forced to work at the same pace 
but are given ample time to work 
through it and complete it on  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Directors Corner: 
 

Greetings to all! 

This 2018-2019 school year is flying by, and lots of learning is going on 

here!  Since HOPE began in 2007 with two students and one teacher, so 

many changes and success stories have happened. Enrollment is greater 

than it’s ever been.  We’ve added another classroom and teacher this 

year.   Our senior, who is graduating this spring, is interning as an 

elementary tutor this semester.  Students are reading better that ever, and 

study skills have improved for every student.  There are 4 interested 

families who have visited and are interested in enrolling their students in 

the future.  The four previous graduates are succeeding as well.  Three 

HOPE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY         
2018-2019 

HOPE 
News of  

 

What’s Coming 
up? 

 
HCA ANNUAL FUNDRAISING 
DINNER AND SILENT ACTION 

TUESDAY MARCH 12, 2019 6:30 
ELLIS HALL 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  
 

SPRING BREAK 
APRIL 19-26, 2019 

 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

MAY 30, 2019 
 

SUMMER 2019 
2019-2020 APPLICATIONS OPEN 

FOR SCDOR SCHOLARSHIPS 
HTTPS://WWW.EXCEPTIONALSC

.ORG/APPLY/ 

 

HCA Annual Fundraising Dinner and 
Auction 

THURSDAY MARCH 12, 2020 
6:30 pm 

Ellis Hall 
 First Baptist Church 

 
For more information on how you can donate please 

visit us at our website: 
WWW.hcatoday.org/silent-auction-and-dinner 
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1306 HAMPTON STREET, COLUMBIA SC 29201 

MAILING ADDRESS:  545 ALEXANDER CIRCLE· COLUMBIA· SC 29206 · 803 318 6357 

OR VISIT WWW.HCATODAY.ORG 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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Officers 
MR ETHAN WARE, PRESIDENT 
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MS. STEPHANIE ESTEP CORDUM, 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
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SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 

Don’t Forget... 

 

 

For thou art my HOPE Lord God; Thou art my trust from my youth 
Psalm 71:5 

 

Community Partners 
 

Blue Marlin, Zaxby’s, Groucho’s, 
California Dreaming, Greek Boys, 
Hampton Place, McDonalds, Mellow 
Mushroom, Jason’s Deli, Fancy That, 
Subway Sumter St, Chick fil-A  Forest 
Drive, Pizza Hut Hampton St., Lizard’s 
Thicket, No Name Deli, The Lunch Box 
 

It is known that a child with learning disabilities is going to be an adult with learning disabilities. The bottom line is 

success can be obtained from:  listening well and adhering to direct instruction, not quitting when skills become more 

difficult, and meeting/interacting with other peers and adults. 

At HCA we are teaching the above strategies so that our awesome young people can be, and do, all that God has 

intended for them.  He indeed has amazing plans for them! 

It is indeed a privilege and a blessing to be a part of educating these young people and seeing the difference these 

teachers are making in their lives. 

         - Jill Sinclair 

           Director 

are gainfully employed and one is finishing the Carolina Life Program at the University 

of South Carolina.  The goal of HCA is to enable each student to reach his/her full 

potential and become the adult that God desires him/her to be.  The teachers at HCA 

creatively and patiently instruct academic subjects, social and life skills, as well as 

545 Alexander Circle 
Columbia, SC  29206 



FRIENDS OF HOPE 
The Board of Directors, faculty and students of Hope Christian Academy join together to thank all of the individuals 
and businesses who have given so generously of their time, talent and resources.  These gifts were received during the 
2018-2019 school year.  Because of your gifts, HCA continues to grow and meet the needs of our students. 

INDIVIDUAL	DONORS	
Mr. David Abbott 

Dr. and Mrs. John Beard 
Mr. and Mrs. John Behymer 

Ms. Vicki Boozer 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Borucki 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Burke 

Ms. Lyn Burnside 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Cannady 

Rev. and Mrs. Wesley Church 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cothran 

Ms. Joy Cruse 
Mr. William Aaron Davis 

Mr. and Mrs. William Dent 
Ms. Ida Dixon 

Rev. and Mrs. Bill Dornbush 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Douglas 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Earwood 
Ms. Regina Earwood 

Mrs. Stephanie Estep Cordum 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Eudy 
Ms. Rebecca Fleming 

Mr. and Mrs. William Groff 
Ms. Lucille Heydt 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hill 

Mr. Charles Irick 
Ms. Melvina Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Keen 
Ms. Julia Kerber 

Mr. and Mrs. Fitzhugh King 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mack 

Mr. and Mrs.  Al Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Moore 

Ms. Pam Newton 
Mr. and Mrs.  Mark Nicholson 

Mr. and Mrs. Rich Patera 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Phillips 

Dr. and Mrs. William Plyler 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Robinson 

Mr. Jonathan Rye 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sanders, Sr. 

Ms. Terri Schumpert 
Ms. Melinda Sealy 

Ms. Erika Senneseth 
Mr. and Dr. EdSkinner  

Mr. Marion Smith 
Dr. Melton Stuckey 

Mr. and Mrs. John Suggs 
Dr. and Mrs. Ben Thompson 

Mr. David Tucker 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Tucker 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Turner 
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Ware 

Mrs. Karen Yanetti 
Southco Sweeping and Maintenance 

Columbia Family Practice LLC 
Bob's Bump Shop, Inc. 

Bright Morningstar Foundation 
Tucker Companies Inc., Corner Pantry Inc. 

PLEDGES	
Ms.  Robin Bishop McRae 

Ms. Tamiko Simmons 
Rev. Dr. Azalee C. Bishop 

HONORARIUMS/	
MEMORIALS/	
SPONSORSHIPS	

Ms.  Adrienne Bellinger 
In	Honor	of	Ethan	Moseley	

Mr. Marion Smith 
Sponsorship	for	School	Travel	

Activities	

IN	KIND	DONATIONS	
Anita Alston 
Kristie Alvey 

Amanda Baker 
Judy Berbery 

Susie Childress 
Jeri Couthen 

Alex Deas 
Kim Derrick 

Jason and Summer Earwood 
Charlotte & Mike Easler 
Stephanie Estep Cordum 

Heather Failla 
Thomas Fallon  
Jennifer  Frank 

Dr. Jonathon Gardner 
Beth Geddens 
James Harley 

Amy Hoots 
Rachel Hoover 
Joan Horbert 

Andrew Jackson 
Pamela C. Johnson 

Sherrie Johnson 
Angie Johnston 

Charles Krawczyk 
Gail Lacroix-Harms 

Cynthia Linhart 
Mary Livermore 

Al and Rosanne Martin 
Deborah McCallum 

Anjel McNair 
Mandy Mims 

The Mosley Family 
Meredith Mosny 

Jenni Moss 
Linda Myers 
Kerri Ness 

Susan and Mark Nicholson 
Carol Owens 

Ian Picow 
Keith and Dianne Pound Grace 

Prichard 
Brandon and Katie Beth 
Rogers George Rogers 

Tamiko Simmons 

Thomas and Amanda Smith 
Alberta Stewart 

Jennifer  Stratman 
Travis Teague 

Laura and Chris Twitty 
Ethan and Kay Ware 

Denise Williams 
Shonna Williams 

Diana Yanetti 
Alabama Theatre 

Angie's ScARF Boutique 
Blessing Buds Ministry 
Blue Marlin Restaurant 
Boone Hall Plantation 

Brandon Davidson Interiors 
Brittons of Columbia 
Bulldog Tours, Inc. 

Charleston River Dogs 
Chiropractic Lifestyles 

Coach Dawn Staley 
Columbia Fireflies 
D.W. Headquarters

Daisy May's Leather Cuff 
Bracelets 

Family Kingdom Amusement Park 
Finkel Law Firm 

Hite's Bar B Q 
Il Giorgione Pizzeria - Wine Bar 

It's More Than a Home 
JAAS Boutique 

Jolly Holiday, LLC 
KiLei Beauty Studio 

Kings Jewelers 
Lee Nails 

Lizard's Thicket 
Lou & Honey 

Lowe's Hardware Store 
Mims Jewelry 

Myrtle Beach Family Golf and 
Land Management 

Olde Town Restaurant & Pub 
Once Upon A Princess 
Palmetto State Armory 

Pamela CJ Your Avon Lady 
River Banks Zoo & Gardens 

Seaglass Fine Art Photography 
Shuto Coffee Co. 

The Blue Marlin Restaurant 
The Crescent Olive 

The Mad Platter 
The Mustard Seed 
The Tobacco Can 

USC Athletics 
Whispering Willows Bed & 

Breakfast 
Woodley's Garden Center 

Young Living 

JOB	SITE	
VISITS/CORPORATE	

PARTNERS	
Blue Marlin 

Zaxby’s 
Groucho’s Deli 

California Dreaming 
Greek Boys 

Hampton Place 
McDonalds 

Mellow Mushroom 
Jason’s Deli 

Fancy That Bistro 
Subway Sumter St 

Chick fil-A  Forest Drive 
Pizza Hut Hampton St. 

Lizard’s Thicket 
No Name Deli 

The Lunch Box 
Columbia Children’s Theatre 



BECOME A FR IE ND OF  HOPE  

 

	

Hope Christian Academy is a private Christian school for students with learning disabilities.  We are a 501(c)3 
organization unlike any other in the Midlands of South Carolina.  We look at each student enrolled at HCA through 
God’s eyes, realizing He has a significant plan for each of them.  As the 2019-20 school year continues, we invite you to 
join us in educating and equipping these students to reach their full potential.  We ask for your prayers, your referrals, 
and your financial contributions.  

There are several ways to become a Friend of Hope. 

• Invite the students and teachers to visit your place of business as a job site visit. 
• Donate to the 2019-20 Annual Budget - which helps offset the difference between operating expenses and 

tuition. 
• Donate to the Student Sponsorship Initiative – which helps defray tuition costs for a family in need (Current 

annual tuition - $15,750.00) 

Hope Christian Academy 
Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
E-mail Address: ________________________________Phone___________________________________ 
  

 

⧠ I can provide a job site visit for HCA.  Site Name: ____________________________ 

 

 ⧠ I will donate _________________to the 2019-20 HCA Annual Budget 

 

 ⧠ I will donate _________________to the Student Sponsorship Initiative 

 
Methods of payment: 

 
 

 Mail Checks to: Hope Christian Academy, 545 Alexander Circle, Columbia, SC 29206  
 
 

Credit Card Donations via Paypal can be made at our Website:  www.HCAtoday.org 
 
 
 
 

Hope Christian Academy is a 503(c)3 organization and your gifts are tax deductible. 


